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The Passumpsic Fallay Land Trust is @ nonprofit consemvation group composed aff
local velunteers who are dedicated to preserving the benurty and ecological habi-
tats of the Passumpsic Rhver and itz watershed, az well as improving public access.
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PVLT’S NOTICE OF 2020 ANNUAL MEETING

The Passumpsic Valley Land Trust invites you to attend its 27th Annual Meeting.
WHEN: Saturday January 9, 2021, 1:00 p.m., snow, sleet, rain or shine
WHAT: Annual Business Meeting, followed by a walk /snowshoe / XC ski along the Passumpsic River
WHERE: Lyndonville: PVLT’s Towns parcel on US Rte 5 (Main St.) at the north end of the Village, adjacent
to the historic Sanborn Covered Bridge across from Everybuddies Restaurant.

The meeting will take place outdoors.

ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING AGENDA

1. Reading and acceptance of Annual Report

2. Reading and acceptance of Financial Report

3. Report of nominating committee and election of directors

Light refreshments will be offered. Immediately following the business meeting,
all interested may join in a walk/snowshoe/XC ski on the Towns parcel along the
Passumpsic River.

VOTING FOR DIRECTORS

In accordance with PVLT bylaws (Article III, Section I, parts A, B, and C) the
Nominating Committee presents the following slate of Directors for a three-year
term beginning January 2021:

Laurie Olszowy  (2021-2023) Re-election

e Current PVLT members are eligible to vote in the election of Directors to the PVLT
Board

e If two or more names are shown on your mailing label, you may have a current fam-
ily membership entitling two family members to cast ballots. You may photocopy the ballot below to enable a second
vote.

e If you are not a current member, but wish to establish or renew your membership to enable you to vote for Directors
in the 2021 election, you may submit your annual membership dues along with your ballot. Tax-deductible member-
ship contributions are $10 for an individual, $25 for a family, $25 for a business or organization. Contributions larger
than the threshold for membership are welcomed and gratefully appreciated.

PVLT bylaws: Article II Membership and Structure. Section I — Members. A. Any person or organization shall be entitled
to membership in the Trust upon payment of annual dues. B. For the purposes of voting, annual membership for new
members shall be effective 14 days following the receipt of dues payment and shall run for one full year beginning with
the effective date. For renewing members, membership shall begin immediately and run for one full year from the date of

dues receipt by the Trust.
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The mailing label on this newsletter displays the month and year that your membership will or did expire,

roughly one year since your last contribution. If you recently sent a renewal, we thank you. If you renew on a

different annual cycle that works for you, please feel free to stay with it and disregard this request.
Individual: $10 Family: $25 Organization / Business / Corporate: $25

Name(s):

Mailing address:

Phone / email:
Please cut or tear off the ballot, vote and return it addressed to PVLT, P.O. Box 624, St. Johnsbury, VT 05819, for receipt no
later than Friday January 8, 2021.

Ballot for PVLT Board of Directors, for 3-year term 2020-2023 (Check or write-in no more than one name)

Laurie Olszowy [ ] or Write-in candidate




St. Johnsbury Riverside Parcel Conserved

hanks to the generosity of St. Johnsbury businessman and
recently retired Selectman Jeff Moore, PVLT has added a 2.6-
acre riverside parcel to its list of conserved properties.

The parcel on Old Center Road in St. Johnsbury, the first land

off U.S. Route 5 between the railroad tracks and the Passumpsic
River, will be familiar to some. For a number of years it hosted
the ALFA community garden. Interestingly the discussion with
Jeff about PVLT’s acquisition of the parcel began over 10 years
ago, but didn’t come to fruition at that time. Then, a year ago Jeff
contacted the Vermont Land Trust about donating this land for
conservation. VLT’s Tracy Zschau suggested that PVLT could be
the ideal vehicle. Jeff and PVLT resumed their conversation and
with the generous assistance of Attorney Clarke Atwell the gift
was finalized in August of this year.

Jeff purchased the land back in 1991, from an estate that was
being settled. It had some sentimental value to him — decades
earlier his father Bob had grown sweet corn on the plot for sale at
his farmstand across the river on Memorial Drive.

At this point the property, which is at or slightly above the flood-
way elevation, is reverting to scrub-shrub. A local bee keeper is
maintaining some hives in one corner, providing pollinators for
the area. PVLT will want to encourage the succession of vegeta-
tion to forested floodplain, possibly by proactively planting trees.

Summer Intern: Sarah McCormack

This summer we were pleased to have Sarah Mac-
Cormick from Norwich, Vermont do a summer
internship with PVLT as part of her Environmental
Studies at Bates College. Her original internship
plans were cancelled because of the pandemic so
she looked for

an opportunity
nearer home.
She discovered
PVLT and
contacted the
board offering
her services.
With some
discussion of
her interests
and talents and [
our needs we |l
came up with

a plan for the
summer. Her
summer was spent visiting our properties, making
reports, and doing research for us on the computer.
In her free time she spent even more time outdoors
biking on Kingdom Trails or exploring our region.

Reflecting on her experience she said:

“This past school year I developed a strong in-
terest in conservation and hope to find a way to
apply my studies in ecology to the general field of
conservation after graduation. My internship with
the Passumpsic Valley Land Trust helped me to
better understand how land trusts operate. Through
conversations with board members as well as read-
ing lots of property files, I came to understand the
language that land trusts operate under; this will
greatly benefit me in the future. Additionally, the
bulk of my time as an intern was spent complet-
ing stewardship monitoring on various fee owned
properties. This meant I was able to spend a lot of
time outside, navigating all kinds of natural areas,
from dense cedar swamps to open fields adjacent to
the river. Throughout the summer I became more
confident in finding my way around the various
river basin ecosystems and thoroughly enjoyed the
opportunity to explore a part of my home state that
I was relatively unfamiliar with!”

We are gratefull for Sarah's work this summer and
wish her well as she finishes her studies and moves
into her professional life. She will be better
prepared for her career in conservation because of
her time with us.
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TREE PLANTING ON PVLT'S
MURPHY PARCEL

Anpther collaboration with the Connecticut Biver
Conservancy has inpeonved PVLT Land. The first pooject
cince the Burke dam remonval was a tree planting on our
Dfnrphy property in Dyndonville on Wadnasday, Oicto-
ber 23th. Fritz Gerhards from CRC lad the effort coor-
dinating 3 work crew from Mosthrmods Stewardship
Center, vohuntesrs from VLT and the MadDog chapier
of Trows Unlimited tree delivery from Intervale Conser-
waton Mursery, and conmmmicanon with the railroad o
ensume safe crpssing for the work crew

The day started out with snow, bus it warmed .
TWeather did not show the work down A total of 300
oees were planted incloding silver mapls. alm wil-
lowe, basswrood, and dogwood scross an acre and a half
caction of the 24 acre parcel. This represents
phaze one of 3 mmilt-year project that will
seg nmich of the Murphy property planted In
addition to project management by CRC, the
day was made possible with a Woody Buffes
Block zrant from Watersheds United Vermont
anid additions]l momey from the Clesn Water
Imitiative Program work crew grant from the
WT Dept. of Environmental Conservation

This tlds on work done in the past to grow
A healthry canopry on this ripanian land in the heart of
dowmiown Lyndooville. Flepding prob- W
lems plague mamy areas of Vermont, and (AR
this watersray is no different. Conzerving i
1zndd like this to allow fior seasona] water
nize and protectins local bosinesses is
kay. We are happy to do our part by
sirenstheming the land that we steward.
This project bronght fogsether sreat part-
ners from the area and we look forerand

tor consining the plantine in the spring.

Visit the PVLT website for additional information
about the Mu parcel and other conserved
properties., PVLT 24 parcels in 11 Passump-
sic Valley Watershed towns totaling approxi-
mately 600 acres.
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Dwyer Barnet PVLT 110.0 2008 2250
Airee Lindsay -- Joes Brook Barnet PVLT 6.9 2002 1600
Passumpsic Fishing Access Barnet PVLT 0.3 1995 200
Robinson Barnet PVLT 2.6 2013 5900
Cox Burke PVLT 23 2001 540
East Burke Damsite Burke PVLT 0.7 2000 500
Mayhew -- Joes Pond Cabot PVLT 94.0 2015 7800
Brown -- Joes Pond Danville PVLT 0.5 2018 260
Burdick Danville PVLT 16.0 2007 2500
Joes Brook Wetlands Danville PVLT 14.8 2012 3000
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NAME

LOCATION

Arlington Woods Easement
Moore

St. Johnsbury
St. Johnsbury

St. Johnsbury

FEE OWNER ACRES
Town of St. J. 30.0
PVLT 2.6

YEAR WATER FRONTAGE (feet)
1997 1500
2020 1500

Passumpsic Valley
Land Trust: A well-kept
community secret?

Did you know that PVLT was established in
1994 and during its 26 years has conserved,
in fee and /or easement, a total of 582.6
acres of ecological habitat along the
Passumpsic River and its Watershed? This
includes 16,800 feet of waterfront.

PVLT’s work serves the watershed and

the community with provision of boating
access, recreational trails, picnic areas, and
wildlife habitats.

Where is your home in relation to
PVLT properties?

Perhaps you are a PVLT neighbor and didn’t
know it. The maps included in this spread
cover nearly a dozen towns and provide a
great overview of conserved lands. If your
land is adjacent to or nearby a PVLT parcel,
what can you do to maximize the work of
the organization? If you've ever thought that
youd like to do more in your community,
now is a great time to inquire about
volunteer and service opportunities.

This non-profit conservation group is led by
a volunteer board of directors, including:

« Damon Cawley, President

« Laurie Olszowy, Treasurer

o Len Gerardi

o Daisy McCoy

Visit the website or send an email
(damoncawley@gmail.com or
pvlandtrust@gmail. com) to learn more
about how you can become more active in
your local land trust.

Please note that the maps shown here are on
the PVLT website and can be downloaded
for larger viewing.
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Cow Mountain Pond Easement

Mud Pond

LOCATION

Granby
Granby
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Moose River
Calkins

Davis

Murphy

Smith -- Confluence
Towns

\

LOCATION

Kirby
Lyndon
Lyndon
Lyndon
Lyndon
Lyndon
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Kirby « Lyndon
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PVLT
PVLT
PVLT
PVLT
PVLT
PVLT

YEAR

1994
2006
2001
2000
2013
2007

WATER FRONTAGE (feet)

3340
1080
500
5500
4200
2500






